


Maher presently has 58 homes in six states of India, and is full of activities. I am very 

grateful to the divine for keeping all of us safe and healthy.

Times of uncertainty invite us to open our minds to new possibilities. Months of pandemic 

and crises around the word have provided us new lenses through which to see a different 

life

We have also been extensively working to reach out to the poorest of the poor with 

distribution of food grains kits, masks, sanitizers and nutrition. Our help has been extended 

to people with our mbulance service, a home for quarantine and a short stay home for the 

elderly and children for the families affected by Covid 19. We have shown compassion, 

empathy and offered a helping hand to those in need during this extraordinary time.

During this period of the pandemic, we have taken admissions of 221 women, 89 men, 116

children, 14 newborn babies, and the naming ceremony of 3 children as well as held 14 

marriages.

Our homes in Ratnagiri as well in Jharkhand also helped in distribution of food grain kits, to the needy.

Kolkata was badly affected by the cyclone. The social workers of our home in Kolkata took the initiative to reach out and networked with 

other NGO's to help nearly 5,086 families in the Sunderbans (mangrove area) and Digha in West Bengal. 

It was our dream to have a bigger and better shelter home in Pune city so as to take in more impoverished underprivileged children under 

our wings and give them the love & care they deserve so they could secure a better life and brighter future for themselves. With immense 

joy and profound gratitude, we had the inauguration of the "New Swagat Home for Children” (Maher Silver Jubilee House for Children) 

at Wadgaonsheri, Pune on the 25th of May 2021.

I join my hands in deep gratitude to each one of you my dear friends. Without your commitment we could have done nothing. Your love, 

encouragement, support as well as monetary help made us reach where we are today.

We share our good wishes for your wellbeing and safety.

With love, gratitude and blessings

Sr. Lucy

A Word from the Sister
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Blessings & Gratitude from the Inmates
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JAYANTI & PUNYATHITIS

Savitribai Phule Jayanti (3rd January, 2021.)
th

Savitribai Phule Jayanti,  the famed 19  Century social worker, was 

celebrated in every centre of Maher, as is the custom each year. The

children of Kendur presented a small street play on her life. 

Thereafter Vrushali Chavan gave information about her life's work. 

In Miraj, our children held a reading competition. Vadu's children 

presented a monologue on Savitribai Phule's life. Vaidehi Bhosale 

from our Crane, Satara Home was dressed as Savitribai Phule and 

shared detailed information about her

Subhash Chandra Bose Jayanti  (23rd January, 2021.)

In Jharkhand, the great freedom fighter Subhash Chandra Bose 

Jayanti was celebrated under the guidance of the staff who shared 

information about his life and work. A general knowledge quiz was 

conducted.

Children gathered at Vadu Budruk for a prayer followed by Sister 

Lucy providing guidance to the children about personal hygiene. 

They welcomed the new year by listing out their bad habits on 

pieces of paper and burning them. In Miraj, all the women and 

children cleaned Khwaja Vasti and welcomed the new year. In 

Bijupada, a musical chairs competition was held and thewomen had 

a wonderful time. All Maher centers welcomed the New Year with 

Joy.

New Year Welcome (1st January, 2021.) 

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Day (30th January, 2021.)

Maher's children of Vadu Budruk respectfully celebrated the 

memorial day of Mahatma Gandhi.

The staff gave the children information about his life's work as well 

as his thoughts. Swapnali Sarode presented incidents about 

Mahatma Gandhi to the children.

Sant Gadge Baba Jayanti (23rd February, 2021.)

The girls of Pune celebrated Sant Gadge Baba Jayanti in Sadabahar 

house. Sant Gadge Baba gave the world the message of cleanliness. 

In this programme, Rupali Wankhede informed the

children about his life's work. The programme ended with a speech 

to the children. Maher celebrated Jayanti by cleaning the area of 

Perne Phata and distributing sanitizers and masks to the people 

living in the vicinity

BabasahebAmbedkar Jayanti (14th April, 2021.)

Maher celebrated Babasaheb Ambedkar Jayanti. The children were 

given information about his work for the Dalit community. In 
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Ratnagiri house the children read books on his life and presented a 

street play. The children of Vadu Budruk celebrated the Jayanti and 

were guided by Harish Avchar who told the children about the 

work of Babasaheb Ambedkar and his contribution towards the 

constitution of India. 

Raj Mata Jijau and Swami VivekanandJayanti (12th 

January,2021)

We celebrate Raj Mata Jijau, founding mother of the Maratha 

Empire, and Swami Vivekanand Jayanti, the Hindu monk who was 

key in the introduction of Vedanta and Yoga to the western world. 

Both the leaders' thoughts were given to the children by the staff.

Pranali Udage presented her feelings through a speech and a short 

poem. In Vadu Budruk, 16 boys and girls were honored for their 

work in different fields.

Chhatrapati Shivaji MaharajJayanti (19th February, 2021.)

All the centers of Maher celebrated Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's 

Jayanti (founder of Maharashtra). In every centre, the idol of 

Shivaji Maharaj was worshipped. All the children gave speeches 

and a few children dressed up like him. They sang powadas. Vadu

Budruk's children made a collage of pictures and illustrations of the 

forts and his work.

Makarsankrant (14th January, 2021.)

Makarsankrant, a Hindu harvest festival dedicated to 
Lord Surya, the Sun God, was celebrated in all of the 
centers of Maher. It started with a beautiful prayer.All of 
the centers' staff members spoke about the importance 
of the festival, i.e. to live with love for one another and 
to not hurt anyone. In Vatsalyadham, Sukhsandhya and 
Priyata homes, there was a haldi kumkum ceremony on 
this occasion. The children of Bijupada prayed for the 
farmers and the children of Crane Satara celebrated the 
festival by exchanging tilgul (sesame candy). Ratnagiri 
and Satara's Bachatgat women came together to 
celebrate this festival. Vadu Budruk's housemothers 
were taken to Vadu village for worship as well as the 
sharing of tilgul.

Holi Function  (29th March, 2021.)

Holi, festival of colors, was celebrated in all the centers 
of Maher. The staff members explained to the children 
the importance of protection and conservation of water 
and the use of eco-friendly colours. They gave 
information about the festival. On this occasion, 
puranpoli was prepared , a Maharashtran specialty 
sweet flatbread. All participants were very happy on this 
joyous occasion.

Easter Programme (2nd April, 2021.)

Easter was celebrated in all the centers of Maher. A one-
day prayer was organized. Everyone fasted on this day 
so that the usual expense budget of the day would be 
given to the people who were adversely affected by the 

IMPORTANCE OF FESTIVAL
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pandemic. The children were told that they should try 
and help people in these difficult times.

Ramadan Eid and Akshay Tritiya (15th May, 2021.)

Maher celebrated the Muslim holiday of Ramadan Eid 
andAkshay Tritiya (Hindu and Jain spring festivals) with 
the belief of Sarvadharam Sambhav, a Hindu concept 
embodying the equality of the destination of the paths 
followed by all religions. The children were given 
information about both the festivals by the staff.

Gudi Padwa (13th April,
2021.)

Gudi Padwa is one of the major 
Hindu festivals in India. It is 
the new year according to the 
Marathi calendar. On this day,
everyone celebrates Gudi 
Padwa by setting up a Gudi 
(flag). The children were given 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
importance of this festival by 
the staff. The festival was 
celebrated with joy. A prayer 
was held for the good health of 
everyone and to overcome the 
pandemic soon.

Basant Panchami (15th 
February 2021.)

J h a r k h a n d ,  B i j u p a d a  
celebrated the spring festival, Basant Panchami, by 
worshipping Saraswati, goddess of knowledge, art and 
music. The children were given information about the 
festival.

Maher's 24th Anniversary (2nd February, 2021.) 

Maher celebrated its 24th anniversary in all the centers. Maher has

been established on the belief of Sarvadharam Sambhav, inter-

spirituality and honoring of all faiths. During this programme, a 

prayer dance on Sarvadharam Sambhav was presented. Children 

presented their poems on Maher and gave a Taekwondo

demonstration. The centers of Apti, Kendur, Shirur and Vadu

presented their dance performances. The Police Sub Inspector, Mr.

UmeshTavaskar, spoke of Sr. Lucy as an ideal person and about the 

work of Maher. This joyous moment was celebrated in every centre 

of Maher. In Jharkhand's centre, Maa Ka Ghar celebrated the 24th 

anniversary of Maher where MLA, Mr. Bandu Tirkey, was present 

and he spoke about the importance of education and complemented 

Maher's work. Ratnagiri, Miraj, Satara and Mumbai celebrated the 

24th anniversary joyfully. The women of Kolkata were taken out 

for a picnic.

Interfaith Association Anniversary Celebration (1st February,

2021.)

In addition to the interfaith concept of Sarvadharam Sambhav,

Maher follows the principle of Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam, "the world 

is one family." All the people from different religions, caste and 

creed gather together and give humanity importance by working 

together. We should also thank nature. This is the message from 

Sr.Lucy to all the children.

Girl's Day (21st January, 2021.)

Swagat and Sadabahar girls celebrated Girl's Day. It was a special 

day in Maher. On this day, a beautiful rangoli was made and all the 

centers of Maher celebrated.

Environment Day (5th June, 2021.)

5th June is recognized as International Environment Day and is 

SPECIAL DAY PROGRAMMES



6

celebrated all over the world. Human life is stable because of the 

environment. Yet humans are polluting the environment and cutting 

down trees. Sr. Lucy said we should plant at least one tree each and 

save as many as possible. Atul Shelke distributed saplings to all the 

centers and they were planted. All the children of Maher prayed for 

the stability of the environment and the Staff spoke about its 

importance.  In Jharkhand the children were also given information 

about the importance of Environment Day.

74th Republic Day (26th January, 2021.)

All the centers celebrated Republic Day and the children prayed for 

everyone's life to be better 

and healthier during this 

pandemic.  In Vadu Budruk, 

Major Shankar Darekar 

hoisted the national flag. We

a l s o  h a d  a  s i n g i n g  

competition on patriotic 

songs ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  

celebration for Girls' Day.

At Jharkhand a speech 

competition was held.

Nurse Day (17th May,

2021.)

Kendur celebrated Nurse 

Day for all the nurses who 

extended a helping hand 

throughout the pandemic. 

Kavita Kadam and Nikita 

Sonawane, the nurses of 

Maher, worked very hard 

looking after the children 

and women. Kavita Kadam 

shared her feelings about Kendur, and Nikita shared her 

experiences during the pandemic in Vatsalyadham. They were 

given roses in gratitude for their work.

International Women's  Day (8th March, 2021.)

Every year, Maher celebrates Women's Day in all the centers. The

women of Satara were informed about the Acts on Women's Rights. 

In Miraj, information on women empowerment was given. Bhonde 

Vasti, Pune organized musical chairs and a competition with prizes

for the winners. The Asha workers, kindergarten teachers and 

volunteers of Koregaon Bhima felicitated COVID warriors during 

the pandemic by giving them a certificate and shreefal (coconut). 

The girls presented a street play on how to take care of oneself. 

Women's Day was also celebrated in Sai Siddeshwar Nagar of 

Perne Phata. Maher children presented a beautiful prayer dance. 

After the dance, the people who helped the society during the 

pandemic were felicitated with shawls, shreefal, gifts and saplings. 

One Asha worker, one nurse and one adarshmata (mother) were 

felicitated. This programme was organized with careful 

consideration of the rules and regulations of COVID-19. 

In Kolkata, a rally was organized and Sangeeta Mandal guided the 

women on how to take care of the aged in the family.

Girl's Day

Environment Day
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Mother's Day Celebration (19th May, 2021.)

All the centers of Maher celebrated Mother's Day. Children shared 

their feelings: if Maher did not exist, it would be impossible for 

them to get shelter, love , compassion and complete their education. 

They stated “because of Sr. Lucy they were able to receive and 

experience a Mother's love” towards her children. They also 

received love from the staff as well. The children felt Maher was 

not an NGO but instead is one big family. The programme ended 

with cutting a cake. Kendur House organized a drawing 

competition for the girls where they expressed the bond of love 

between mother and child through their drawings.

Suryanamaskar Day (19th June, 2021.)

The children of Miraj (Vishwadeep) gathered together and 

celebrated Suryanamaskar Day.

Abhijeet Kamble spoke on the importance of Suryanamaskar (sun 

salutation asana) to maintain good health. A total of 30 women and 

children were present at this event.

Yoga Day (21st June, 2021.)

In our hectic day-to-day life, we have no time to take care of our 

health, we look after everyone else but forget to take care of 

ourselves. On the occasion of Yoga Day, the children of Maher 

were taught different forms of exercise and Yoga. They were also 

informed about its importance.

Santhul or Hul Day  (30th June, 2021.)

The children of Jharkhand came together and prayed on this day 

that honors an historic uprising. A drawing competition was held 

for 90 children. They did very well and the ones who came first, 

second and third got prizes.

Social Worker's Day (17th March, 2021.)

Social workers are seen as the community workers of society.

They also work towards alleviating the suffering and as such are 

the heart and soul, nuts and bolts of Maher's work for orphans, 

destitute women, children, men, mentally ill women, men, elderly 

women, men in the society. As part of this, Social Worker's Day 

was celebrated at Maher Vadu, and Sr. Lucy Kurien honored the 

social workers for their dedicated work.Social workers are seen as 

the community workers of society. They also work towards 

alleviating the suffering.  Maher works for orphans, destitute 

women, children, men, mentally ill women, men, elderly women, 

men in the society. As part of this, Social Worker's Day was 

celebrated at Maher Vadu, and Sr. Lucy Kurien the, Founder 

Director of the organization honored the social workers for their 

dedicated work.



8

World's Inspirational Personality (5th January, 2021)

Sr. Lucy ranked 12th in the list of the 'World's Inspirational 

Personality' in the Ooom Magazine, Europe.  Everyone was so 

thrilled! Sr. Lucy was welcomed with the beating of drums. A

cultural programme was held in Bakori and a dance was performed.

Stree Shakti National Award : (27th June, 2021)

Sr. Lucy Kurien, Founder and Director of Maher, was among the 11

AWARDS & RECOGNITION women honored to receive the 'Stree Shakti Rashtriya Puraskar' 

(Womens' Empowerment Award) by the Governor of Maharashtra, 

respected Bhagat Singh Koshyari.  It was indeed a proud moment 

for Maher, everyone was overjoyed.  She also has received the 

Covid Warrior Award in Pune and Ratnagiri Dainik Fresh News. 

These awards are a result of Sr. Lucy's lived beliefs that each new 

person who walks through the door at a Maher center presents an 

opportunity for her to express divine life to each new being in need. 

She has spent her entire life establishing affinities by connecting 

with people of all religions and all walks of life. 

Shrutika and Devkanth's Wedding, VaduBudruk. (14th March,

2021.)

Shrutika was staying in Maher in order to complete her education. 

Later she was married to Devkanth who is a teacher in a private 

school in Vadgaon Station. The wedding took place in a Buddhist 

tradition by taking into consideration the rules and regulations of 

COVID-19. It was in the presence of Sr. Lucy who blessed the 

couple.

Wedding of Supriya and Mohan (9th April, 2021.)

During the pandemic, Supriya from Ratnagiri House, was given in 

marriage to Mohan. All the rules and regulations were followed.  Sr.

Lucy blessed the couple. Maher arranged the wedding even though 

the couple had no relatives and created a bond between them. They

were overjoyed.

Maher children Yogesh Bhor and Poonam Saxena tied the knot 
th

on 20  June 2021. 

Yogesh is an Electrical Engineer working with PamTen Hyderabad. 

He is also a member of 

Maher Trust. Poonam

Saxena has completed her 

MBA, now settled as a 

housewife.

We wish all the couples a 

lifetime of happiness 

together and a love that 

grows stronger with each 

passing day.

WEDDINGS

World's Inspirational Personality Stree Shakti National Award

Supriya and Mohan

Yogesh and Poonam



International Sports Day (6th April, 2021.)

Maher would like all the children to participate, try and excel in 

various sports. Slum soccer was conducted on International Sports 

Day. Harish Awchar and Vrushali Chawan were present with the 

children who were so excited and enjoyed every minute.

Cricket competition (19th February, 2021.)

On the occasion of Chhatrapati ShivajiMaharaj Jayanti, Maher 

organized an inter-house cricket Competition for all the centers of 

Maher. Mr. Sandeep Gawade and Chetan Kurandale expressed their 

best wishes to the children for the competition and Sunny Dada 

awarded trophies to the winners. Sr. Lucy extended her warm 

wishes too. The chief guest worshiped the idol of Shivaji Maharaj 

and performed a Pooja of the ground. Snehasadan house of Shirur 

won the cricket competition

Football competition (30th June, 2021.)

Maher and Slum Soccer of Nagpur got together and coordinated a 

football competition in Awalwadi where children from various 

centers came together and played football. The winning team was 

felicitated by the Chief of Slum Soccer. The children enjoyed the 

game and were given training in football.
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SPORTS New Home Inaugurations

Kolkata House inauguration (17th January,2021.)

A new home was opened for women and children with the feelings

of Sarvadharam Sambhav (all religions are one). The priests of all 

religions were present for the prayers for the new home. Maher 

Director  Sister Lucy, and President  Hira Begum Mulla, were also 

present.

Maher's  National Office and Children's Swagat Home 

Inauguration (25th May, 2021.)  over Zoom.

Maher built a new house in Vadgoansheri, which was inaugurated 

by Mrs. Leena Rajan, Zonal Head Pune  Urban of Bajaj Allianz Life 

Insurance Co. Ltd., who was the Chief Guest. On this occasion all 

the religious heads (Muslim, Christian, Hindu and Buddhist) were 

present and blessed the new house. The programme was conducted 

online as well for all our well-wishers who were unable to be 

physically present. Many of the well-wishers helped towards

building of the house. Saying that it was Maher's dream to have its 

own house brought tears to Sister Lucy's eyes.

Karunalaya Sanaswadi Inauguration (Home for Aged

Homeless Men) (10th March, 2021)



The inauguration of a new building for senior destitute men in the 
community at Sanaswadi, Pune was done by the Rural Division 
Superintendent of Police, Honorable Abhinav Deshmukh. He 
expressed his views saying that Maher Ashram is working to wipe 
away the tears of the poor and needy in society and is also working 
for the men who have the right to have their own home and live a life 
of dignity. At this time all the religious priests of different religions 
blessed the inmates.

New Centre Inauguration at Andhra (26th February, 2021.)

A new centre for destitute women in Andhra Pradesh was 
inaugurated by Father Peter. He lauded Maher for identifying and 
supporting the destitute & those in need. At this time all the religious 
leaders blessed the house.

MISCELLANEOUS

ACTIVITIES

Sister Lucy's visit to Bijupada (10th January, 2021.)

Sr. Lucy and Hira Tai visited Bijupada, where all the children, 

women and staff happily welcomed them. The children arranged a 

cultural program and contest and children from Ranchi participated. 

The winners were given prizes by Sr. Lucy and Hira Tai.

Snehabhavan, Kerala (January, 2021.)

All the children of Snehabhavan, Kerala participated in the Crayon 

Game It was organized by Rajagiri College in an online session due 

to the pandemic.

HIVTesting (23rd January, 2021.)

All the children at the Ratnagiri centre were tested for HIV by 

government hospital workers. A general check-up was done as well. 

The children were guided on how to take care of themselves.

Meditation (23rd January, 2021.)

Maher Neev, Mumbai's children meditated under the guidance of 

Ramji Sir. He told them the advantages and importance of 

meditation in our lives. He also showed them some pictures of 

meditation and told them to meditate for at least 10 minutes a day.

Maher's Vishwadeep 6th Anniversary (25th January, 2021.)

Maher's Miraj centre completed 6 years. All the children and 

women gathered together for a prayer. Blankets and sweets were 

distributed to the poor and needy.
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New Centre Inauguration at Andhra By Fr. Peter

General Check-up at Ratnagiri by Government Hospital 



Training for women (4th February, 2021.)

In Kolkata, the women were given training on how to make products 

from waste. They made  make door mats, paper flowers, woolen 

dolls, pen stands, etc. Suprabha Alhat and Meena Bhagawat 

participated in this training session.

Service to the aged is service to God (7th February, 2021.)

The elder girls of Maher Aboli house visited the house of 

Sukhsandhya where the grannies live. The girls gave them a bath, 

washed their clothes, cut their nails, combed their hair, etc. They also 

offered activities like dance, singing and games. They served the 

grannies during lunch and enjoyed their company. The caretaker of 

the grannies were able to take good rest for a day and the girls got an 

opportunity to serve them. VrushaliChawan shared her feelings on 

her experience.

Cooking Workshop (8th February, 2021.)

Maher arranged a cooking workshop for the girls of Aboli House. 

The workshop was on how to make veg pizzas. They were given 

information about it, the ingredients needed, and how to make it. All

the girls were happy to learn. When it was ready, everyone sat 

together and enjoyed sharing the pizza with each other. The girls and 

boys of Maher were also taught to make maaswadi, puranpoli, 

samosa and greeting cards.

Tribute to the Soldiers (14th February, 2021.)

Swagat, Premsagar and Sadabahar children came together and 

gave a tribute to the soldiers who laid down their lives for our 

country on Black Day. Adarsh Ghisare gave the children 

information on how to serve the country. Girish Mahindre talked 

about Rinku Sharma.

Beauty Products Workshop Inauguration (15th February,

2021.)

The girls of Maher were given basic and advanced training 

regarding running a beauty parlorin this inaugural workshop. 

Their teacher- Kalpana Gaurav shared information about the 

beauty products to the .girls 

Training of washing powder for women (18th February, 2021.)

Maher is always trying to empower women. A training was 

organized for the Adivasi women at Thakerwasti for making 

washing powder.  Mr. Rahim was in-charge and supplied the 

material required for making the same and also guided them on 

how and where to sell the finished product.

Field Trip (19 February, 2021.)

The children were bored during the pandemic. To break the 

monotony, all the children of Pune were taken for a one-day field 

trip to Kendur. During these trips a lot of fun games were organized

and food was provided in the fields. Everyone enjoyed the food and 

scenery. They were so happy & excited. Children from our Satara 

home were taken to Janaimala where they were involved in playing 

various games and later given a gift. They thoroughly enjoyed their 

outing.

Housemother'sAnnual Gathering (20th February, 2021.)

During the pandemic all of the housemothers took special care of 
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the children without taking a day off. In order to express our 

gratitude, a gathering was held. During the programme, they were 

entertained with various games. The housemothers were very happy.

To recognize their work, 7 housemothers were given gifts. 5 

housemothers were given new ration cards. Anuradha Tai, Meghna 

Tai and Vaishali Tai shared their feelings and spoke about women's 

work. Sr. Lucy expressed her deep gratitude for their commitment.

Maher's Daughter - Son-in-law, Son - Daughter-in-law,

Grandson and Grand daughter

Gathering of Gratitude. (20th February,2021.)

The girls from Maher who got 

married and moved away, carried 

along with them the values they 

learned and passed them to the 

society they live in. A gathering 

for these married girls was 

arranged. They were welcomed 

with leyzim (a folk dance) and 

the beating of drums. Maher's 

children started the program with 

a beautiful prayer dance. During 

the programme, Mrs. Sita John 

Soy and Mrs. Panaskar shared 

their views/experiences about 

life before and after marriage. 

They expressed gratitude to 

Maher. It had been a long time 

since they were together and 

were very delighted to meet 

everyone. Later Mrs. Minakshi 

Jadhav had a shared about the 

affiliation between Sangam and 

Maher. She said that even today Maher has maintained the bond of 

love among everyone and was deeply appreciative. All the couples 

were given gifts. The programme ended with a spread of delicious 

food and a lot of joy.

Ex-Students of Maher Gathering (21st February, 2021.)
st

The gathering of ex-students of Maher was held on 21  February 

2021. They no live as ideal citizens with values they learned in 

Maher. This gathering was organized to express gratitude to the ex-

students. Old memories were relived and old friends met with great 

joy. The ex-students were welcomed with the beating of drums and 

a prayer dance.  Nikita Autade, Ashwini Awhale, Pooja Sayal, and 

Mayur Shinde shared their feelings. Ajay Gaikwad, Somnath 

Gaikwad and Ladharam Patel Kaka shared their views and 

appreciated Maher's work. Today, the children of Maher are proud 

of having good jobs. The chief guest expressed that Maher has 

taken great steps in helping people and taking them ahead.

Health Check-up Camp (26th February, 2021.)

It was very kind and thoughtful of Dr. Ravi Potdar from the 

Government aided hospital at Miraj to organize a health check-up 

camp for the women and children. 

Women's Health and Menstruation Workshop (5th March,

2021.)

Maher organized a workshop to give information about health and 

menstruation. Dr. Dipika and Sagar Tayal explained in details to the 

women on how to take care of themselves and how doing Yoga and 

exercises can keep them fit and healthy. Maya Shelke and Vrushali

Chawan were present during the workshop.

Online Zumba Dance (15th March, 2021.)

In Maher, Yoga, Pranayam and other exercises are undertaken to 

keep everyone healthy, fit and fine. The women need to know the 

benefits of Yoga, Pranayama and various exercises. For this 

Field Trip

Housemother's Annual Gathering
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purpose, the Tata Group organized a Zumba dance which is a form 

of exercise. Exercise with a diet is important for our health; this was 

the message conveyed to the women.

Counseling Workshop (15th March, 2021.)

During the pandemic, people faced various challenges.  For some 

life felt like it had come to a standstill. In this situation, Clinton 

Jacob, Maher counselor conducted an online session in Kendur on 

how to make our life meaningful,  joyful and beautiful. He also said 

we should spend time with friends and family so that we can live 

happily and speak freely. We should be grateful towards others.

Educational and Spiritual Trip (17th March, 2021.)

Due to the restrictions arising from the ongoing pandemic, the 

children were bored as they had to remain indoors.  Maher took 45 

children from the Perne Phata slum to visit the Meher Baba Ashram,

in Ahmednagar. All the children paid homage.  Later everyone had 

lunch together and visited the Chaand Bibi Ka Mahal. Fun games 

were played during the trip. The children were happy to go out after 

such a long period. Atul Shelke, Gayatri Nirmal, and Anita Gaikwad 

were there with the children.

Health Camp (26th March, 2021.)

In Ratnagiri, Maher organized a health camp, with the help of 

doctors, for children, women and aged. In this camp, various tests 

for blood pressure, diabetes and dental tests were conducted. 

Everyone's height and weight were taken and they were given 

medicines according to their illnesses.

Jagruti  Counseling Center Centre (13th April, 2021.)

In Ratnagiri, under the guidance of Maher, an awareness centre was 

opened. At this centre, Sunil Kamble shared information about 

Maher and how to help the unsupported children, women and aged 

men and women. Sr. Lucy Kurien, Founder - director as well as Ms. 

Hira Begum Mulla -President, inaugurated the centre. 

Homeschooling Final Semester Result Occasion (17th May,

2021.)

Due to Corona pandemic, schools were closed for almost a year.

Maher started homeschooling where the staff taught the children. 

Sr. Lucy appreciated the teachers' efforts throughout the year and 

presented them with small gifts. Anita Bhalerao was given a gift for 

organizing the homeschool. While all the schools had cancelled the 

exams, Maher conducted exams through homeschooling and the 

children were happy. At the end of the year, the final result and 

Women's Health and Menstruation Workshop

Online Zumba Dance
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report card were given to the children. The children who ranked 

first, second and third were felicitated by Sr. Lucy.

Menstruation Workshop (26th May, 2021.)

A workshop on menstruation was held for the girls in Kendur and 

VaduBudruk. Girls between the ages of 10 years  16 years start their 

menstruation. For them it is very important to be free and speak up 

about the problems of menstruation. This message was given by 

Mahima Madam and Shiba Madam. The workshop was conducted 

online.

Farewell  Programs for the children’s (5th June, 2021.)

During the lockdown the girls of Sadabahar and Premsagar did not 

go out this past year. They were sent to Kendur for two months. The

staff and caretakers took great care of the girls. They were also 

taken out for field trips. Various games were organized for them. 

The girls enjoyed their stay and at the end were given a farewell in 

which they were presented with prizes for games won. Maher's

president  Ms. Hira Begum Mulla, Deputy director  Ramesh 

Dutonde and social worker Anand Sagar felicitated the girls by 

giving them gifts. Vrushali Chawan, Rajendra Sakore, Sushil 

Pohekar and Asha Dalvi took great efforts.

Covid 19 Vaccination for Maher Staff, Housemothers, Inmates 

andYouth (10th June, 2021.)

Because of the growing number 

of  COVID pat ients ,  the 

government has made it  

compulsory to vaccinate people 

from all fields. The government 

provided vaccinations for 

doctors, nurses, Police and 

PMC workers, Sr. Lucy, Hiratai 

and Gaus Sayyed.  Maher 

organized a vaccination camp 

for everyone.  Employees were 

vaccinated in Awalwadi and 

children above 18 years old 

were vaccinated in Pune and 

Ratnagiri and also in Jharkhand.

Maher Monthly Family 

Prayer (January  June, 2021.)

Due to Corona, human life has become difficult and unpredictable. 

In order to overcome the pandemic and its harmful effects, all the 

centers of Maher conducted prayers one day every month for 

doctors, nurses, police, and cleaners who had greatly contributed to 

society. Prayers were said to ensure everyone had good health.

Distribution of Free Grocery Kits, Masks, Sanitizers & Clothes

Maher provided ration kits, masks, sanitizers and clothes to the 

deserving poor and needy people as well as reaching out to the 

migrant workers who have lost their jobs and suffering from 

hunger pain. We are able to offer provisions to nearly 62,000 

families

MAHER'S COVID-19 RELIEF SERVICES
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Free Temporary Shelter Home for Children & Adults:

Maher Provided temporary free shelter for children and adults 

while their parents and family members were recovering from 

Covid. We are able to provide temporary shelter to 168 children and 

254 adults in Maher's Bakori temporary shelter home.

Free Quarantine Center:

When Covid patients are discharged from hospital, they still need to 

isolate themselves, but do not have a place to be isolated. Maher 

provided nearly 141 people with free quarantine service.

Free Ambulance Service:

Many people affected by Covid cannot afford to pay for ambulance service. 

Maher was able to help 485 Covid patients with Ambulance service

Free counseling services: -

Counseling was provided to people who are in need and suffering

during the Covid situation and in the lockdown. We were able to 

provide counseling to more than 240 people.

Free Nutrition Program: -

Maher provided vegetables, eggs and vitamin tablets to poor and 

slum dwellers to increase their immunity system. We have reached 

out to nearly 615 families in different slums of Pune.

Kolkata and Andhra Pradesh Project Work during COVID 

period (20th June, 2021.)

During the COVID period, Maher Ashram distributed rations to 

needy families in Kolkata, and also distributed rations, meals and 

food to the people in areas like Sunderbans and Digha where there 

was nothing to eat due to heavy rains. Maher helped 3,125 families 

during this period. The collaboration and initiative of our social 

workers, Suprabha Alhat and Meena Bhagwat is deeply appreciated

Maher's work continues during lockdown (January  June, 2021.)

Due to the pandemic and the global economic instability, many 

families have lost their jobs. Last year many families faced this 

problem. Amidst all of this, Maher continued to help the needy. In 

the regions of Perne Phata, Pabal, Vadu Budruk, KoregaonBhima, 

Fadtare Vasti, Jategaon BK, Mukhai, Pune, Kendur, Sanaswadi, 

Thakarvasti, Shirur, Pardhe Vasti, Bhill Vasti, and Mandavgan 

Farata, Maher provided rations and masks to 3,200 families. In this 

way, Maher has been reaching out and helping the families.

Tree Plantation (20th June, 2021.)

On the occasion of the birthday of Congress President Nanasaheb 

Patole, trees were planted at Maher Ashram, Sanaswadi by Shri 

Vaibhav Tatya Yadav, Ashok Bhujbal, Sachin Narke, Swapnil 

Shelar, Shrikant Narke, Sr. Lucy Kurien and Hira Begam Mulla. 

VikramBhujbal and Tukaram Dhokle were also present.

Maher Swalamban

From the year 1997 to June 2021 we have started 1050 Self Help 

Groups. (SHG's). From January to June 2021, we have started 23 

New SHG's.  During the pandemic Maher was able to help the 

needy women in the Self help Groups with food grain kits.

At our home in Ratnagiri, Mr. Sunil Kamble, Incharge of the 

project, organized a get-together for the women. At Dhanura in 

Shikrapur, we started a new Self Help Group. As this was the first 

time, we were able to share all the information about Maher to the 

group which was appreciated.

The SHG files and registers from Apti, Kendur, Shirur, Bakori, 

Shikrapur, Sanaswadi, Chakan, Wajewadi, Pernefata, Koregaon 

Bhima and Kharadi, were checked 16 times during the period from 

January to June 2021, by the Project In-charge, Mr. Vijay Tawar.

Four SHG Annimators were working in Maher Shikrapur area. As

their husbands were transferred to Sangli, Maher organized a 

farewell party for them.  Maher remains very grateful to them as 

they did a wonderful job and wished them all the best for their 

future endeavors.

Women's Day was celebrated in 7 villages. A special awareness 

programs on Covid Related matter like the importance of 

vaccination, using masks and sanitizers, social distancing etc.,  In 

this program we facilitated people who were working tirelessly 

during the pandemic.
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ghm‘mhr Ahdmb OmZodmar Vo OwZ 2021

‘ZmoJV

‘r na‘oídamMo ‘Znwd©H  YÝ`dmX ‘mZVo H s AmOÀ`m `m H moamoZmÀ`m ‘hm‘marV 
Amåhm gdmªZm gwajrV R odbo Amho. ‘mhoaMo AmO 58 Kao Pmbobo Amho ho gd© ‘mhoaMo 
ew^qMVH  {hVqMVH  `m§À`m ghH m`m©Zo hmoV Amho Amnë`m ghH m`m©‘wioM 
Amåhmbm EH  nmD b nwT o OmÊ`mg àoaUm {‘iVo Amho.VgoM ̀ m H moamoZmÀ`m H mimV 
~wÜXrbm EH  Z{dZ MmbZm {‘imbr VgoM {OdZmH So nmhÊ`mMm EH  doJim ÑïrH moZ 
gdm©Zm {‘imbm.

gXa H moamoZmÀ`m H mimV g‘mOmVrb Jar~, JaOw Hw Qy §~m§Zm ‘mhoaÀ`m ‘mÜ`‘mVwZ 
ameZ, ‘mñH , g°ZrQm`Pa XodwZ ‘XVrMm hmV {Xbm.‘mhoaMr godm EodT`mdaM 
Wm§~br Zmhr Va H mo{dS g|Qa Agmo qH dm Hw Umbm d¡`ŠVrH  A°åã`wbÝgMr JaO 
^mgbr Ë`mdoir ‘mhoaZo ‘XV Ho br.VgoM Á`m Hw Qy §~mVrb H ‘{dË`m ì`ŠVrbm 
H moamoZm Pmbm Agob ‘wbm§Zm Hw R o R odmdo hm àíZ Ë`m§À`mg‘moa hmoVm AemgmRr ‘mhoa 
Zo VmËnwaVm {Zdmam Mr ì`dñWm Ho br hmoVr ̀ m‘Ü`o ‘{hbm, nwê f, ‘wbo ̀ m§À`mgmRr 
ì`dñWm H aÊ`mV Ambr hmoVr. VgoM gdmªZm ào‘, AmnwbH s, {Oìhmim XodwZ 
gdm©g‘moa ‘mZdVoMo EH  CXmËV CXmhaU {Z‘m©U Ho bo d EH  hmW ‘XVrMm hr 
gH ënZm gmH aÊ`mV Ambr.

`m H mimV ‘mhoa ‘Ü`o àdo{eVm§Mr g§»`m ‘{hbm 221, nwê f 89, ‘wbo 116, ̀ m§Zm 

àdoe XoÊ`mV Ambm Va 14 {d{dmh H aÊ`mV Ambo 3 ‘wbm§Mm Zm‘H aU gmohim 
H aÊ`mV Ambm Va 14 ZdOmV {eew `m§Mm OÝ‘ Pmbm. H moamoZmÀ`m `m H mimV 
‘mhoaÀ`m ‘mÜ`‘mVwZ aËZm{Jar, PmaI§S, Ho abm, A‘amdVr , {‘aO `m ^mJmV 
Jar~ d JaOw Hw Qy §~m§Zm ameZ dmQn H aÊ`mV Ambo. H mobH ËVm `oWo H moamoZm d 
dmXir nmdgm‘wio A{YH M g§H Q Amë`mgmaIo Pmbo ̀ m H mimV ‘mhoaZo gw§Xa~Z d 
{XKm `m ^mJmVrb {nSrVm§Zm BVa g§ñWoÀ`m ‘XVrZo EHw U 5086 Hw Qy §~m§Zm ameZ 
dmQn Ho bo.

{g.bwgr Hw ar`Z ̀ m§Mo EH  ñdßZ hmoVo H s nwUo ̀ o{Wb dSJmd eoar ̀ m ̂ mJmV AZmW, 
{ZamYma, ‘wbm§gmRr, ‘{hbm§gmRr ñdVmMo EH  Ka Agmdo H s OoWo ‘wbm§Zm Amnbo 
{ejU nwU© H aVm ̀ oB©b AmUr ho ñdßZ {XZm§H  25 ‘o 2021 amoOr nwU© Pmbo AmO ho 
Ka ñdmJV -‘mhoa {gëda Ow~br hmo‘ ̀ m ZmdmZo gdm©Zm n[aMrV Amho.

AmO ‘mhoaMo H m`© ho g‘mOmn`©V nmohM{dÊ`mMo H m`© ‘mhoaMo gd© ew^qMVH  
{hVqMVH  XoUJrXmma `m§À`m ghH m`m©{edm` eŠ` ZìhVo ‘r gdmªZm hmW OmoSwZ 
YÝ`dmX XoVo d gdm©àVr H¥ VkVm ì`ŠV H aVo VgoM Vwåhm gdm©Mo Amamo½` gwÑT ahmdo 
`mgmRr na‘oídamH So àmW©Zm H aVo d Amnbo ào‘ Am{e©dmX ho Zoh‘r ‘mhoaÀ`m 
nm{Rer amhVrb Aer Amem ì`ŠV H aVo.nwZíÀ` AmnUm gdm©Mo ‘Znwd©H  
YÝ`dmX.

{gñQa bwgr Hw [a¶Z
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Bank Details - For People Abroad:

Maher, Saving Account No: 40050122249

Swift Code: SBININBB104,

IFSC : SBIN0000691

State Bank of India, New Delhi Main Branch, FCRA Cell, 

4th Floor, 11 Sansad Marg, New Delhi - 110001, India.

For People in India:

Maher, S.B. Account No: 034104000033202

IDBI Bank Ltd, Hermes Waves, Grnd Floor Kalyani Nagar, Pune - 

411006, Maharashtra, India.

IFSC: IBKL0000034

PAN NO.: AABTM1421G

Contact Details:
Maher, Sr. No. 1295, Vadu Budruk, 

Bhima Koregaon, Tal-Shirur,
Pune-412216, Maharashtra, India. 

Mob: 9011086131

National Admin Office:
Mob.: 9011086134.

Email: maherpune@gmail.com or 
maher@maherashram.org

Website: www.maherashram.org
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Written and edited by Dr. Hemant Deosthali, Hon. Advisor, Maher

Sr. Particulars No. Of Appx.Cost In Euros € @ In USD $ @ In GBP £ 

No. items Rupees 85 Approx. 72 Approx. @Rs.100/-

1 Chairs 200 180000 2118 2500 1800

2 Pendol (Readymade) 1 175000 2059 2431 1750

3 Four Wheelers 2 2200000 25882 30556 22000

4 Smart Panel 1 300000 3529 4167 3000

5 Printer with Scanner 1 17000 200 236 170

6 Grinding Flour Mill 1 95000 1118 1319 950

7 Celing Fan 15 30000 353 417 300

8 Mobile Phones (Android) 4 64000 753 889 640

9 Invertor & Batteries 2 240000 2824 3333 2400

10 Two Wheeler 1 95000 1118 1319 950

Would you like to help?

Special Thanks

Fr. D'Sa :- From the inception of 

Maher Fr. D'Sa has been a guiding 

light.  He made Maher known to all 

his German friends. In short, he was a 

strong pillar for Maher.  Due to his 

age and poor health he was unable to 

attend the Trust meetings of Maher.

Since attendance is mandatory, sadly 

he had to resign. Maher will always 

remain grateful for all his silent 

contributions in making Maher what 

is today. Without Fathers help we 

could not have started Maher.

Chaya Pamula :- When Chaya visited Maher she was deeply 

inspired.  She has been supporting two of Maher homes (Sadabahar 

and Premsagar) from 2007 onwards thus enabling our smaller 

children to study in an English medium school and allowing many 

elder girls to do their professional trainings  e.g. BCS, B.Sc 

Nursing, Fashion designing, BBA, MBA, LLB, MSW etc.  Chaya is 

a very strong supporter indeed. In 2008 she became a Trust
st

member of Maher.  On 31  October 2020, it was very sad as she too 

had to resign from being a trustee.  Since she lives in USA, she was 

unable to attend the trust meeting and sign the mandatory register.

Whenever we approach Chaya for help, she is always very 

spontaneous. We remain very grateful for her support and loving 

service as a Maher Trustee. We know she will always remain a 

Maher family member and continue to be Maher's very dear friend 

and supporter.


